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References:
1.
Base Document:  CD 1.5, April 1999

2. J4/98-0452 comment C-4

3. J4/99-0047 Analysis of 98-0460 and 99-0005

4. J4/99-0138 Expand Implied Picture Clause

5. J4/99-0157 Implied Picture Clause

PROPOSED REVISION:
  Expand implied picture clause to all alphabetic, national and Boolean types.

JUSTIFICATION:
It seems an unnecessary restriction to limit this proposal to just alphabetic types.  The combination of the picture and usage clauses define the size of the field very clearly for National and Boolean types.

Discussion:
Meeting 218: Committee decided not to remove limitation for numeric types.

Meeting 219: Miscellaneous wordsmithing.  Added boolean literals to the Report Writer section.  Confirmed that because in the screen section the value clause was part of the source description, we do not wish to modify the requirements at this time.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:
1. Replace page 249, 13.13.2 (14) with the following:

“14)  A Column clause shall be specified in each elementary entry that has a VALUE clause.

15)  The PICTURE clause may be omitted for an elementary item when an alphanumeric, boolean or national literal is specified in the VALUE clause. A PICTURE clause is implied as follows:

a)
If the literal is alphanumeric, ‘PICTURE X(length)’

b) If the literal is boolean, ‘PICTURE 1(length)’

c) If the literal is national, ‘PICTURE N(length)’

where length is the length of the literal as specified in 8.3.1.2 LITERALS. “

2. Renumber 13.13.2 rules 15-17 to become 16-18.

3. Replace page 253, 13.14.2 (9) with the following:

“9) The PICTURE clause may be omitted for an elementary item when an alphanumeric, boolean or national literal is specified in the VALUE clause. A PICTURE clause is implied as follows:

a)
If the literal is alphanumeric, ‘PICTURE X(length)’

d) If the literal is boolean, ‘PICTURE 1(length)’

e) If the literal is national, ‘PICTURE N(length)’

where length is the length of the literal as specified in 8.3.1.2 LITERALS. “

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (NOT AFFECTING):
4. Replace Page 807 item 94 with

“94) PICTURE clause. The PICTURE clause may be omitted when the VALUE clause in a data description or report group description entry is specified with an alphanumeric, boolean or national literal.”

5. Remove Page 813 item 133.

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING):
NONE.

OBSOLETE LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
NONE.

ARCHAIC LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
NONE.

IMPLEMENTOR-DEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
NONE.

HARDWARE DEPENDENT ELEMENT LIST:
NONE.

UNDEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
NONE.

INDEX:
NONE.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE TO ADOPT JOD 1993:
NONE.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
Meeting 217 paper 98-0452 comment C-4.

OPEN ISSUES:
NONE.

